Organic matter content of the soil were poor. The soils were acidic in nature. Phosphorus, potassium, sulphur, boron and zinc status of the soil were found to be either at par or below the critical level. Based on soil test values the different treatment combinations were formulated as follows : ) and 3 levels of phosphorus (0, 40 and 60 kg ha -1 ) were used in the experiment. Potassium (K) 80 kg, sulphur (S) 10 kg and 5 t cowdung ha There are twelve treatment combinations comprising 4 levels of N (0, 100, 150 and 200 kg ha -1 ) and 3 levels of P (0, 40 and 60 kg ha -1 ). The treatments were arranged in factori al RCB design with 4 replications. A blanket dose of 80 kg K, 10 kg S and 5 t cowdung ha -1 was applied in the experiment. The sources of N, P, K and S were urea, TSP, MP and gypsum, respectively. The unit plot size was 3.0m x 2.4m. The whole amount of P, K, S, cowdung and ½ of N were applied at final land preparation and the remaining ½ of N was top dressed 25 days after sowing. The tested variety was BARI French bean -1 . The seeds of French bean were sown on late November in both the years at both locations with a spacing of 25cm x 15cm. Intercultural operations like weeding, irrigation and pest control measures were done as and when required. Data on yield components were collected. The green pods were harvested 4 times in February at both locations. The collected data were analyzed statistically by computer following IRRISTAT package (Perrin et al., 1979) .
Response of Different Levels of Nitrogen and Phosphorus on Tthe

Results and Discussion
Effect of nitrogen on the growth and yield of French bean
French bean responded significantly to different levels of nitrogen (Table II) Hoque et al and Singh (2000) . Hoque et al. and Singh (2000) obtained highest pod yield (13.5 and 14.9 t/ha, respectively) with the application of 150 kg Nitrogen. Pod yield increased significantly with each successive increment in N up to 120 kg/ha were reported (Baboo et a1., 1998) .
Effect of phosphorus on the growth and yield of French bean
Different levels of phosphorus significantly influenced the yield and yield components of French bean (Table III) . The highest number of pods/plant (24.18 at Jamalpur and 24.83 at Joydebpur), pod length (14.29 cm at Jamalpur and 14.62 cm at Joydebpur) and pod circumference (1.12 cm at Jamalpur and 1.17 cm at Joydebpur) were recorded in the treatment that received 60 kg P ha -1 . Plant height was found highest (38.17 cm at Jamalpur and 38.69 cm at Joydebpur) in the same treatment. The highest significant pod yield (12.35 t ha -1 at Jamalpur and 13.69 t ha -1 at Joydebpur) was obtained with 60 kg P ha -1 which was followed by P @ 40 kg/ha treated yield (11.54 t ha -1 at Jamalpur and 12.80 t ha -1
at Joydebpur). The lowest pod yield (10.12 t ha -1 at Jamalpur and 11.53 t ha -1 at Joydebpur) was obtained from P-control treatment. It is revealed that pod yield increased with (Hagg et al., 1967) and production increases proportionately with the increase in the level of phosphorus fertilizer (Miranda and Lobato 1978) . Increasing level of Phosphorus increase the pod yield of French bean were reported by Roy and Parthasarathy (Roy and Parthosarathy 1999) . French been develop poorly when grown in P-deficient soil and its low level leads to low bean productivity (Kanwar 1982) .
Interaction effect on pod yield and yield components of French bean
The interaction effect of N and P on pod yield and yield components of French bean was found insignificant (Table IV) . However, highest pod yield (13.60 t ha -1 at Jamalpur and 15.05 t ha -1 at Joydebpur) was obtained from N 150 P 60 treatment. The lowest pod yield (5.92 t ha -1 at Jamalpur and 6.92 t ha -1 at Joydebpur) was obtained from N 0 P 0 treatment. Higher rates of N and P application produced higher number of pods/plant, higher pod length and circumference and as well as higher yield of pods. Nitrogen increases the plant growth and phosphorus enhances nodulation of French bean (Roy and Parthosarathy 1999) . Similar findings were also reported by Baboo et al. (1998) and Singh (2000) .
Economic analysis
In order to identify a suitable treatment combination, economic evaluation of different treatment combination was done through partial budgeting. Table V revealed that highest gross margin of Tk. 1,66,684/ha was obtained from the treatment T 7 (N 150 P 40 kg/ha) with a variable cost Tk. 4,556/ha. Lowest gross margin of Tk. 77,040/ha was obtained from control (N 0 P 0 ) treatment. Thirumalai and Khalak (1993) also reported increasing gross margin with rising N and P. The rate of net returns however decreased beyond 150 kg N/ha. 
Economic analysis presented in
